48                      RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
tion, she worked her thoughts about, night and day, to find out a wife for him, and so to take his thoughts off, and turn them another way: at length she found out a young lady in the city, of a very great fortune, (for she had near 20,000/. to her portion,) and she plied it so warmly with him, that he consented to treat of it with her friends, and his circumstances being such as few fortunes would refuse, he found his way clear enough, and so went to visit the young lady.
It was an odd kind of courtship, you may be sure, and he went about it accordingly; for, as he confessed afterwards, he resolved, before he saw her, not to like her, or anything she said or did; no, nor ever to be in earnest with her upon the thing ; but only to jest with and banter her; and he told his aunt so beforehand.    However, his aunt would not take him at his word, but would have him wait upon her, and so he did;  but he needed not to have taken up any resolutions in the case, for he was spoiled for courtship already, at least for most of the ladies of the times; he had no relish in any of their conversation; it was like music for one that had no ear; all the gaiety and flutter about them was lost upon him; his first mistress had treated Mm with, such solid reasoning, such serious talk, and had handled him after such a manner, that, in short, nothing but what was serious had now any relish with him; however, as I have said, he resolved to put a force upon himself so far as to go and see what kind of thing his new mistress was; and accordingly he did go, as above.
But when he had been one evening there, and liad talked a little with her, he soon saw he had no need of making resolutions; that he was in no danger of being ensnared by her; the levity of her behaviour, the emptiness of her discourse, the weak-